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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Izawa et al. (US Pub. 2003/0118363). 

Regarding claim 1, Izawa et al. teach, "An image heating apparatus 
(Abstract) for heating an image formed on a recording material, comprising: a conveying 
roller (10) for conveying the recording material; heat supply means which supplies heat 
to said conveying roller, said heat supply means (20) being in contact with an external 
periphery of said conveying roller to form a heating nip portion [0055]; back-up means 
(30) which forms a conveying nip portion (N) in cooperation with said conveying roller 
for nipping and conveying the recording material; wherein, in a rotating direction of said 
conveying roller, the heating nip portion has a width larger {([0133],Ln.1-6) and see (Fig. 
15, ref. character H) is larger than N} than a width of the conveying nip portion, and a 
total pressure applied to the conveying nip portion is larger than a total pressure applied 
to-the heating nip portion [0134], wherein said heat supply means (20) includes a heat 
generating member (21), a holder (24) for supporting said heat generating member, and 
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a flexible rotary member (19) nipped between said conveying roller (10) and said heat 
generating member (21) and rotating (by 17 & 18) around said holder (19 is around the 
holder), and the heating nip portion (H) is formed between said heat generating member 
(21) and said conveying roller (10) and between said holder (24) and said conveying 
roller (10)." 

Regarding claim 2, Izawa et aL teach, "An image heating apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein said conveying roller has an elastic layer (ref. #12, and [01 13], Ln. 2- 
3), and a maximum recess amount formed in said conveying roller by said back-up 
means (30) is larger than a maximum recess amount formed in said conveying roller by 
said heating means (20)." (See diagram below) 




Regarding claim 3, Izawa et al. teaches, "An image heating apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein a peak value in the pressure in the conveying nip portion is larger 
than a peak value in the pressure in the heating nip portion [0134]." 

Regarding claim 5, Izawa et al. teach, "An image heating apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said heat supply means includes a non-flexible rotary member (Fig. 
1 1 , ref. # 47) having a heat source therein (46), and the heating nip portion (Fig. 1 1 , 
see between 40 and 47) is formed between said rotary member and said conveying 
roller." 
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Regarding claim 6, Izawa et al. teach, "An image heating apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said heat supply means includes a heat generating member (21), and 
the heating nip portion (H) is formed between said heat generating member and said 
conveying roller and between said holder and said conveying roller." 

Regarding claim 7, Izawa et al. teach, "An image heating apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the back-up means includes a flexible rotary member (ref. # 33, and 
[0084], Ln. 11-12) and a holder (32) provided inside said rotary member and supporting 
said rotary member, and the conveying nip portion (Fig. 2, ref. character N) is formed 
between said holder and said conveying roller, across said rotary member." 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed November 21, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Claim 1 has been amended to include the previous rejected 
claim 4, which has now been canceled. The applicant takes the position that Izawa et al. 
does not teach or suggest, "forming the heating nip portion between a holder for 
supporting the heat generating member and the fixing roller." However, Izawa et al.'s 
Figure 2, clearly shows, "wherein said heat supply means (20) includes a heat 
generating member (21), a holder (24) for supporting said heat generating member, and 
a flexible rotary member (19) nipped between said conveying roller (10) and said heat 
generating member (21) and rotating (by 17 & 18) around said holder (19 is around the 
holder), and the heating nip portion (H) is formed between said heat generating member 
(21) and said conveying roller (10) and between said holder (24) and said conveying 
roller (10)." 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Nishitani et al. (US Pub. 2002/0071700), Okubo et al. (US Pub. 
2001/0019676), and Finn et al. (US Pat. # 6,829,466), each cited for their structure 
similarity to the present application. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner shouid be directed to Ryan D. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2726. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Arthur Grimley can be reached on 571-272-2136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ryan D. Walsh 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 




Arthur T.Grimtoy 
Supervlsoiy Patent ExamfflSf 
Technology Center 2866" 



